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Notification of Reason of Relection 
Patent Application: JP2003-041441 

Date of Drafting the Reason of Rejection: February 2 1 , 2005 

Patent Attorney: Kunio Miura (and another) 

Article of Patent Law Applied: Subsection (2) of Section 29 

This application is to be rejected due to the following reasons. 
If the applicant is against the rejections, the applicant is requested to 
submit a response within 60 days from the sending date of this Official 
Action. 

Reason 

The inventions with respect to claims mentioned below cannot be 
patented under Subsection (2) of Section 29 of Patent Law, since the 
inventions thereof were easily devised by those who are skilled in the 
same art based on an lnvention(s) described in the following published 
documents or based on an invention(s) available through the electric 
telecommunication lines. 

Remarks 

(refer to List of the Cited References with respect to the cited references) 
Claims 1 to 23 

Cited References: 1 through 3 

In the Cited References 1 and 2. the lens barrel with the following 

features has been disclosed; 

In a retracted state, the lens barrel is arranged to shorten 
the overall length thereof in a manner that a portion of optical 
elements is moved away (evacuated) in a direction perpendicular 
to the optical axis, and that another optical element is positioned 
in a space (on the optical axis) formed by evacuating the portion of 
the optical elements away from the optical axis. In this regard, 
refer to paragraph [0023] of Cited Reference 1 and paragraph 
[0015] of Cited Reference 2). 

Moving the evacuated optical element itself backward so as not to 
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interfere with other optical element during a retracting movement of the 
lens barrel is a design choice which would have been considered by those 
who are skilled in the same art. For example, in the Cited Reference 1 , an 
optical element (a relay lens system) to be evacuated in a direction 
perpendicular to the optical axis is arranged not to move backward along 
the optical axis after being evacuated from the optical axis, since the 
evacuated optical element does not at all interfere with any other optical 
element. On the other hand, according to the structure of the present 
(claimed) invention in which the optical element to be evacuated from 
the optical axis interferes with a shutter member, etc., considering the 
nature of the retracting operation of a lens barrel, those who are skilled in 
the same art can easily come up with an idea to further move the 
evacuated optical element backward along the optical axis. Accordingly, 
such backward movement of the evacuated optical element would be a 
design choice which would have been considered by those who are skilled 
in the same art. 

Furthermore, (i) the number of optical elements to be evacuated 
from the optical axis, (ii) the direction along which an optical element(s) is 
evacuated, and (iii) which optical element is to be evacuated, are 
opttonally selected by those who are skilled in the same art according to 
design requirements (conditions). 

Still further, the Cited Reference 3 is directed to an inner- 
converter lens element; however, the inner -converter lens element is 
aligned with other optical elements along the optical axis when the lens 
system is at the short focal length extremity; and in the retracted state, 
the inner-converter lens element is evacuated from the optical axis and is 
moved backward along the optical axis. There is no substantial difference 
between the present (claimed) invention and the Cited Reference 3. 

List of the Cited References 
JP2000-023002 
JP-Hei-06-308592 
JP-Hei-07-199019 
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Records of Searched Prior Art Documents 
The Field of Art Searched the 7 m version of IPC 

G03B 17/04 

Prior Art Documents 

JP-Hei-05-313226 
JP-Hei-07-295050 
JP-Hei-09-005849 
JP-Sho-6 1-133933 
JP2003- 114473 

Should the applicant have any questions on this Official Action, or, 
wish to have an interview with the Examiner, please contact the following: 

First Division of Patent Examination Division, 

Optical Devices 
Yougo YOSHIKAWA 
Tel.03 (3581) 1101, Ex.3269 



